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Washington DECA Awarded $5,000 Grant from Wildhorse Foundation for Student 
Travel and Conference Scholarships 

Seattle, WA. Washington DECA is proud to announce a $5,000 grant received from the Wildhorse 
Foundation to support student travel and conference scholarships for students in the Kennewick and 
Richland school districts. This funding provides critical assistance to students, helping ensure they can 
take part in educational opportunities that might otherwise be out of reach. 

“The support of the Wildhorse Foundation makes it possible for us to offer scholarships that open doors 
to transformative educational experiences for our students,” said Lori Hairston, Executive Director of 
Washington DECA. “When we remove the cost of travel and conference attendance, we give young 
people the chance to grow as leaders and step into their full potential, regardless of the financial 
circumstances they come from.” 

The grant supports Washington DECA’s mission to prepare emerging leaders and entrepreneurs in 
marketing, finance, hospitality, and management. By easing financial barriers, the organization works to 
broaden student access to leadership conferences and competitive events that build real-world career 
readiness. 

Each year, the Wildhorse Foundation makes grants to eligible nonprofit, government, and Tribal 
organizations within the homeland area of the Cayuse, Umatilla, and Walla Walla people. Eligible 
applicants also include Tribal government agencies or Native American charitable organizations with 
their base of operations in Oregon, as well as national or regional Indian organizations. Since its 
establishment in 2001, the Wildhorse Foundation has awarded more than $20 million in grant funding. 
Grants are distributed quarterly, with deadlines on January 1, April 1, July 1, and October 1. For more 
information, visit the Foundation’s website at www.TheWildhorseFoundation.com. 

 

About Washington DECA 

Washington DECA is a nonprofit organization committed to preparing high school students to become 
the next generation of leaders and entrepreneurs. Serving more than 16,600 members across 180 chapters 
in Washington state, the organization offers a wide range of activities, including leadership conferences 
and competitive events, along with year-round professional development. With a focus on building 
critical skills in leadership, communication, teamwork, and problem-solving, Washington DECA equips 
students to thrive in their future careers and make meaningful contributions to their communities. 

About the Wildhorse Foundation 

The Wildhorse Foundation reflects the commitment of the Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian 
Reservation (CTUIR) to take a proactive, positive role in the well-being of the community. The 
Foundation’s funds are derived from a percentage of revenues generated by Wildhorse Resort & Casino 
and are managed by a Board of Directors comprised of community leaders and CTUIR representatives. 
The Foundation supports initiatives in education, public health, public safety, cultural preservation, and 
environmental protection to improve the quality of life in the communities it serves. 
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